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§837. Louisiana Egg Commission; creation, organization

A. The Louisiana Egg Commiission is hereby created within the department with its domicile at Baton Rouge,
Louisiana.

B. The commission shall consist of seven members appointed by the commissioner and confirmed by the Senate,

(1) Two members shall be active egg producers.

(2) Two members shall be active distributors.

(3) Two members shall have knowledge of the egg industry.

(4) One member shall be appointed from the public at large.

C. The commissioner, or his designee, shall serve ex officio and shall have all rights and responsibilities of
appointed members. The commissioner or his designee shall be counted for purposes of constituting a quorum.

D. At the same time and in the same manner, the commissioner shall appoint one alternate for each appointed
member. Each alternate shall possess the same qualifications as the member for whom he is appointed as an alternate.
When a member is unable to be present at any meeting of the commission, his alternate shall serve in his place. Any
alternate serving in the place of a member shall be deemed to be a member for purposes of that meeting and shall exercise
all of the powers vested by law in the member, including the right to vote.

E. Appointed members and alternates shall serve terms concurrent with the term of the commissioner making the
appointment.

F. Vacancies in the office of the members and alternates shall be filled in the same manner as the original
appointments. Persons appointed to fill vacancies shall serve out the unexpired term.

G. A majority of the members of the commission shall constitute a quorum.

H. Members of the commission shall not receive any salary for performing their duties as members. Members may
receive a per diem for each day spent in actual attendance of meetings of the commission, in an amnount not to exceed forty
dollars. Members may receive a mileage allowance for mileage traveled in attending meetings, at a rate not to exceed that
paid to state employees. Members shall not receive per diem or mileage for more than twelve meetings per year.

I. The comrnission shall meet as needed on the call of the chairman or upon the request of any three members.

J. The commission, by a vote of a majority of the members, may expel a member or alternate for good cause. Good
cause shall include but shall not be limited to three consecutive unexcused absences. The expulsion of a member or
alternate creates a vacancy in that office.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1; Acts 2003, No. 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12,
2009; Acts 2015, No. 320, §1.

NOTE: See Acts 2003, No, 523, §§2 and 3.
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§838. Officers and employees

A. The members shall annually elect a chairman and such other officers as deemed necessary.

B. The commission shall employ a director and assistant director who shall be appointed by the commission,
subject to the approval of the commissioner. The director and assistant director shall be in the unclassified service. The
commissioner is authorized to employ such other personnel necessary for the efficient and proper administration of this
Part. All employees of the commission shall be under the direction and supervision of the commissioner.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1. Amended by Acts 1970, No. 495, §2; Acts 1986, No. 447, §1, eff. July 1, 1986;
Acts 2003, No. 523, 81, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts 2009, No. 24, 88F, eff. June 12, 2009.
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§839. Powers

A, The commission shall have the following powers:

(1} To plan, conduct, and fund, in consultation with the department, a campaign for: advertising, promoting, and
marketing Louisiana eggs and egg products; promoting research; increasing consumption of eggs and egg products in
Louisiana; providing producer, distributor, retailer, and consumer educational information as to the nutritional and health
value of eggs; and fulfilling any other purpose authorized by this Part.

(2) To contract or enter into any other agreement to accomplish any purpose authorized by this Part, including
agreements for advertising, educational, marketing, promotional, publicity, and research activities or services.

(3) To decide upon some distinctive and suggestive logo, emblem, name, or other method for distinguishing
Louisiana-produced eggs, register or have the department register any such logo, emblem, name, or method and to
encourage the use, by licensing or otherwise, of same in promoting Louisiana eggs and egg products.

(4) To hold meetings in the commission's parish of domicile or in such other locations within the state as the
commission may direct.

(5) To hold hearings on alleged violations of the provisions of this Part or of the rules and regulations adopted
pursuant to this Part.

(6) To advise the commissioner on the civil penalties to be imposed or the injunctive or other civil relief to be
sought to punish and restrain violations of the provisions of this Part or of the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this
Part.

(7) To perform such other advisory functions as the commissioner may assign to the commission.

B. The commissioner shall have the following powers:

(1) Adopt regulations as are necessary to implement the provisions of this Part,

(2) Administer and enforce the provisions of this Part and the regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(3) Collect, administer, and disburse the proceeds of the assessments, fees, interest, penalties, and other monies
collected pursuant to this Part.

(4) Conduct inspections of premises where eggs or egg products are held, stored, or sold and examine and audit
books and records of any person who produces, processes, stores, holds, maintains, distributes, or sells eggs or egg
products in Louisiana.

(5) Issue a stop order to prevent a violation or further violation of this Part or of any regulation adopted pursuant to
this Part.

(6) Seek and obtain injunctive or other civil relief to restrain and prevent violations of this Part, or any regulation
adopted pursuant to this Part, or orders and rulings issued by the commissioner pursuant to this Part.

{7} Institute civil proceedings to enforce his orders or rulings, collect any assessments, late fees, fines, penalties, or
costs due under this Part, or to otherwise enforce the provisions of this Part or any regulations adopted pursnant to this Part.

C. Any suit filed by the comumissioner pursuant to this Part may be filed in East Baton Rouge Parish or in any
parish of proper venue.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1; Acts 2003, No. 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12,
2009.
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§840. Stop orders

A. When the commissioner believes that a violation of the provisions of this Part or of the regulations adopted
pursuant to this Part has occurred, the commissioner may issue a stop order prohibiting the production, processing,
handling, distribution, sale, offering for sale, movement, or disturbance of any eggs or egg products.

B. Any person aggrieved by a stop order may petition the commission to hold a hearing on the matter. The hearing
shall be held in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act and the provisions of this Section.

C. Based on the results of the hearing, or a consent agreement mutually entered into by the commissioner and a
violator, the commissioner may take one or more of the following actions:

(1) Release the eggs or egg products from the stop order.

(2) Require the canse for the stop order to be remedied prior to releasing the stop order.

(3) Destroy the eggs or egg products.

(4) Provide for the disposition of the eggs or egg products.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1. Amended by Acts 1970, No. 495, §3; Acts 2003, No. 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003;
Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12, 2009.
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§841. Levy of assessment; collection; costs

A. An assessment of two cents per case is hereby levied on all eggs and egg products produced in Louisiana or
produced elsewhere and distributed in Louisiana. The commissioner, by regulation, may establish the assessment on all
eggs or egg products not sold by the case in an amount equal to the per case assessment.

B. Louisiana egg producers shall pay this assessment at the point of first sale in Louisiana. The assessment due on
eggs or egg products produced elsewhere but distributed in Louisiana shall be paid at the point of first receipt of the eggs or
egg products in Louisiana.

C. The person purchasing the eggs or egg products at the first point of sale or receiving the eggs or egg products at
the first point of receipt in Louisiana shall be responsible for collecting the assessment and remitting payment to the
department on or before the fifteenth day of each month for collections made during the previous month. The assessment
shall be remitted to the department along with such forms and information as the commissioner may require.

D. Any person who fails to pay any assessment due under the provisions of this Part within fifteen days after the
payment is due shall be [iable not only for the assessment but also for a late fee equal to twenty percent of the amount of
the unpaid assessments. Any person cast in judgment for any unpaid assessment or late fee shall pay all costs connected
with the bringing of the civil action, including reasonable attorney fees incurred by or on behalf of the commission, plus
legal interest from date of judicial demand.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1. Amended by Acts 1970, No. 495, §4; Acts 2003, No. 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003;
Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12, 2009.
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§842. Dealers and handlers; records; reports; licensing; fees

A. Except as otherwise provided by this Part, every person who produces, processes, distributes, or sells eggs or

egg products in Louisiana shall obtain a license to do so from the department. Each license shall be renewed annually.
Failure to obtain or renew a license, when required, shall be a violation of this Part. An application for a license, or for a
renewal, shall be on a form furnished by the department and shall furnish such information as the commissioner shall deem
reasonably pertinent, A fee of one hundred dollars shall accompany each license application and renewal.

B. Every person who produces, processes, holds, stores, maintains, distributes, or sells eggs or egg products in
Louisiana shall keep a complete and accurate record of all eggs and egg products handled and all assessments paid or
collected by him. These records shall be in a form and contain such information as the commissioner may require. These
records shall be preserved for the period of time set by the commissioner in regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

C. The department shall have access, during normal working hours, to any premises where there is reason to
believe that eggs or egg products are being produced, processed, held, stored, maintained, distributed, sold, or offered for
sale. The department may examine any facility and any records relating to the production, processing, holding, storing,
maintaining, distributing, or selling of eggs or egg products. The department may inspect and audit all books and records
relating to the amount of any assessment that may be due and the collection and payment of any such assessment. Entrance
on the premises under the provisions of this Subsection shall not be deemed to be criminal trespass under any state law or
local ordinance.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1; Acts 2003, No, 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12,
2009.
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§843. Payment of assessment required
Except as otherwise provided by this Part, no person shall produce, process, store, hold, maintain, distribute, sell, or

offer for sale any eggs or egg products in Louisiana upon which the assessment has not been paid. Any person who is not
responsible for paying or collecting the assessment, but who pays the assessment, shall have the right to reimbursement
from either the person responsible for paying the assessment or the person responsible for collecting the assessment, or

both.
Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1; Acts 2003, No. 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12,

2009.
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§844. Deposit and disbursement of assessments, fees, and other monies

A. All assessments, fees, interest, penalties, and other monies received under the provisions of this Part shall be
deposited in a special fund established by the commissioner for the commission. The commissioner, as authorized by the
commission, shall make disbursements from the fund for the activities of the commission authorized by this Part.

B. The monies in the fund shall be used for the following purposes:

(1) To provide for the expenses of the program established by this Part. The commissioner may retain a portion of
the total assessments collected, as is necessary to defray the costs of collecting assessments and administering and
enforcing this Part.

(2) To fund ali costs related to: advertising, promoting, and marketing Louisiana eggs and egg products; promoting
research; increasing consumption of eggs and egg products in Louisiana; providing producer, distributor, retailer, and
consumer educational information as to the nutritional and health value of eggs; and fulfilling any other purpose authorized
by this Part.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1; Acts 2003, No. 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12,
2009.
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§845. Exclusion from coverage of Part

A. Retail stores that receive eggs or egg products from a licensed distributor solely for the purpose of selling the
eggs or egg products directly to consumers are exempt from the licensing requirements of this Part.

B. Any producer who has egg production from less than five hundred hens is exempt from the licensing
requirements of this Part and from the payment of any assessment if that producer selis his eggs or egg products directly to

the consumer from the farm.
Added by Acts 1968, No. 441, §1; Acts 2003, No. 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12,

2009.
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§846. Penalties; offenses; hearings; costs

A. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Part or the regulations adopted under the provisions of
this Part; or who alters, forges, or counterfeits, or uses without authority any certificate or permit or other document
provided for in this Part or in the regulations adopted under the provisions of this Part; or who fails to collect or to timely
pay the assessments, fees, and penalties due or assessed under this Part, shall be subject, in addition to any unpaid
assessments, late fees, or collection costs, to a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dollars for each act of violation
and for each day of violation. Each day on which a violation occurs shall be a separate offense.

B. Any licensee who violates any of the provisions of this Part or the regulations adopted pursuant to this Part shall
be subject to having his license suspended, revoked, or placed on probation, in addition to any other penalties authorized by
this Part.

C. Penalties may be assessed only by a ruling of the commissioner based upon an adjudicatory hearing held in
accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act and this Part.

(1} The commission shall be convened by the commissioner for the purpose of hearing any alleged violation of this
Part or any rule and regulation adopted pursuant to this Part.

(2) The commissioner shall appeint a hearing officer to preside over the hearing.

(3) The commission shall make an initial determination on the matter. This determination shall be submitted to the
commissioner in writing.

(4) The commissioner shall make the final determination on the matter. If the determination of the comumnissioner
differs from the determination of the commission, the commissioner shall issue a written opinion based on the record of the
hearing,

D. In addition to civil penalties, the commissioner may assess the cost of the adjudicatory hearing against any
person found to be in violation of this Part or the regulations adopted pursuant to this Part. The commissioner shall, by
regulation, determine the amount of costs to be assessed in adjudicatory hearings.

Acts 2003, No. 523, §1, eff. June 20, 2003; Acts 2009, No. 24, §8F, eff. June 12, 2009.
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